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Christmas Eve — Candlelight Service - 7:30 pm December 24, 2024

All members and guests, please fill out the Welcome Form found at the end of your row and pass it on to
your neighbor. The pastoral and spiritual care of the members of Christ Church is very important to us. In
order to care for all of you, we need to know who is present and who is not. So, please take a moment to

sign the pad. The Welcome Forms will be picked up by the ushers at the end of the service.



WELCOME TO CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH

Looking for a Church Home?

Mr. Rogers once asked, "Won't you be my neighbor?” Jesus asked, “Who is your neighbor?”
At Christ Lutheran Church (CLC) - Zionsville, our answer to Jesus’ question is
EVERYONE, and to Mr. Rogers - YES.

God calls us to meet people wherever they are in their journey of faith — and that includes
YOU!

At Christ Lutheran Church you are welcomed, just as you are:
e Single, committed, married, divorced, lost your partner, still looking or not.
o Every race, nationality, gender identity, gender expression, and sexual orientation
e Ready to join a group or prefer to sit back
e Regardless of knowing a little or a lot about Jesus
e Whether you have left the Church and are returning
e Whether you find yourself on this list or not

We are calling YOU neighbor! Join us!

Children in Worship

Children hold a special place in our congregation! We warmly invite children of all ages to
join us in worship. We embrace their natural tendencies to giggle, poke, squirm, and swing
their legs - it's all part of being a child and a precious gift to our community.

There is no attendant in the nursey for this service. However, it is open, and you and your
family are welcome to use the Nursey room if needed.

We respect and support each family's unique circumstances and preferences. Whether
your child joins the main worship service or utilizes our nursery, we are here to
accommodate and make everyone feel welcome and comfortable.




PRELUDE Patchwork Christmas
~ Celebration Bells ~

PROCLAMATION OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST

P The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.

Those who lived in a land of deep darkness —
on them light has shined.

C We long for a light to guide us.

P You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy.

C We long for God's joy in our lives.

P For the yoke of their burden,

and the bar across their shoulders,

the rod of their oppressor,

you have broken as on the day of Midian.

C We long to be relieved of all that we carry.

P For a child has been born for us,

a son given to us;

he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

C He is named Emmanuel:

God with us. In this tiny baby, this vulnerable child,
we find our light, our joy, our comfort.

Joy to the World! The Lord is come!

arr. Buckwalter

Please stand and face the worship leaders and processional cross as they process.
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Please be seated.
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING

P Maker of the stars of night, of the sun by day,

Rise in us and bring your light; burn our shadows away.

In the darkness where we dwell, we await the light of God,

Emmanuel. During our Advent journey we've anticipated the coming Savior.

C Joy to the world, the Lord has come!
P We've anticipated the One who is called Wonderful Counselor.



C Joy to the world, the Lord has come!

P We've anticipated the one who is called Mighty God.

C Joy to the world, the Lord has come!

P We've anticipated the one who is called Prince of Peace.

C Joy to the world, the Lord has come!

P We've anticipated the One who is called Everlasting Father.

C Joy to the world, the Lord has come!

P Tonight our waiting is over as we celebrate the One who is Emmanuel, our God, who is with us.
C Joy to the world, the Lord has come!

P Tonight we light all the candles. The first candle reminds us of our hope in knowing Jesus as
our Wonderful Counselor. The second candle reminds us of our joy in proclaiming Christ as our
Mighty God. The third candle grans us comfort knowing that Jesus is our Prince of Peace. The
fourth candle reminds us of Christ's continued presence as our Everlasting Father. Tonight as the
light from these candles fill this room, we light the Christ candle, as we welcome and worship the
One who is Emmanuel, Jesus, Christ, God with us.

Words and Music by

Congregation: JOEL RANEY
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PRAYER FOLLOWING LIGHTING

P Gracious Lord, throughout this Advent season we have come to know you by many names.
Tonight as we celebrate your birth, we thank you for being our Emmanuel. Remind us that no
matter where we are, or where we've been, you are with us. We gather in the glory of this night
to welcome you as Savior and Lord. We pray this in the wonderful name of Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.



WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

FIRST LESSON lIsaiah 9:2-7

L °The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness — on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the
yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have
broken as on the day of Midian.

>For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as
fuel for the fire. ®For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. ’His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of
David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from
this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

L You are witness to these things.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND LESSON Titus 3:4-7

L 4But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, >he saved us, not
because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through
the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly
through Jesus Christ our Savior, ’so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become
heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

L You are witness to these things.
C Thanks be to God.

Please rise and face the worship leaders as they process to the center of the sanctuary

GOSPEL Luke 2:1-20
P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the second chapter.
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

P !And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all
the world should be taxed. 2(And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)
3And all went to be taxed, everyone into his own city. “And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out
of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because
he was of the house and lineage of David:) >to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great
with child.

5And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be
delivered. 7And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and
laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.

8And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their
flock by night. °And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone
round about them: and they were sore afraid.



10ANnd the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, | bring you good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people. *For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ
the Lord. ?And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes,
lying in a manger. 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God, and saying, *Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward
men.

15And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said
one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass,
which the Lord hath made known unto us. *And they came with haste, and found Mary, and
Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. ’And when they had seen it, they made known abroad
the saying which was told them concerning this child. 8And all they that heard it wondered at
those things which were told them by the shepherds.

19But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. 2°And the shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto
them.
P You are witness to these things.
C Praise to you, O Christ

Please be seated.

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE Pastor Wes Smith, Il

WE RESPOND TO GOD’'S WORD

The congregation stands.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

P Gathered together by the power of the Holy Spirit we confess our common faith:
C 1 believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic** church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

*QOr, "he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. ** meaning - all of God's Church...
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in the joyful message of God's good news, embracing all people, we lift our prayers for
ourselves, our neighbors, and the world cherished by God.

A moment of quiet reflection.

P We praise you, God, for the angels' song heralding Christ's holy birth. Grant Christ Lutheran
Church a jubilant melody to spread the message of peace and redemption to everyone. Hear us,
O God.

C Your mercy knows no bounds.

P We praise you, God, for the radiant stars illuminating the night. May their vast mystery awaken
awe in our hearts. Help us find beauty in the darkness of night and the first light of dawn. Hear us,
O God.

C Your mercy knows no bounds.

P We praise you, God, for the child born to establish a realm of justice and righteousness. Break
the chains of oppression, bring reconciliation to conflicted lands, and secure everlasting peace.
Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy knows no bounds.

P We praise you, God, for Mary's nurturing love. Guide us to care for one another in times of
need. Surround with your comforting presence those who are alone or separated from loved
ones due to estrangement, incarceration, or illness. On this holy night we pray your presence
with all, especially Tina, Tom, Dave, Kathy, Bill, Marilyn, Brenda, John, Pat, John, Charlotte,
Paige, Michael, Kat, Dorothy, Mimi, Theresa, Janice, Patrick, LCFS and for all those we now
name in our hearts or in the presence of this assembly. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy knows no bounds.



P We praise you, God, for the faithful shepherds in their calling. Grant rest to those weary from
their work this season: retail and restaurant workers, church musicians, administrative staff,
clergy, organizers of charitable events, and essential service workers. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy knows no bounds.

P We praise you, God, for the multitude of the heavenly host. We rejoice in the passion of all your
saints, especially Martha Schmidt, who witnessed your grace and revealed your salvation for all.
Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy knows no bounds.

P Abide with us, Merciful God, and accept our prayers, overflowing with your boundless grace.
C Amen.

WE CELEBRATE GOD'S MEAL
OFFERING

VOLUNTARY Mary Did You Know? Arr. Courtney
~ Sanctuary Choir ~

OFFERING PRAYER

P God beyond time and space, take this moment of worship and bless it. May the grace
experienced in this place be multiplied to overflowing so that your whole world sees the light of
your love. God of new surprises, take each of us here, and bless us. Create in us clean hearts,
refresh our spirits, and transform our whole beings, until we reflect your love and compassion
through and through. In the name of Emmanuel, God with Us, the one who comes to us even
now.

C Amen.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE
P Lord, we greet you this happy night,
for you have been at work in our world throughout all time.

You made all things and called them good.

You claimed your people Israel,

freed them from the bondage of Egypt,

and journeyed with them through the wilderness to the promised land.
You sent prophets to call your people back to you.

Then in the fullness of time you sent your Son Jesus,

Immanuel, born the King of Angels,

your Word in flesh appearing.

He was one of us and lived with us,
giving up all his glory for our sake to make us whole.

And yet you raised him up again

to overcome the power of death and live a new life.

Still we wait for the day

when we too will share the fullness of life in him and with him.

And so, with the faithful of all the ages, we sing the praise and glory of your name,
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P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me. Then, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, Shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

And so, O God, come among us tonight. Show us your presence in this bread and this cup,
and make this bread we break and this cup we bless the body and blood of Christ.

By the power of your Holy Spirit,
unite us with Christ and all who share this feast,
just as you send us out to be his presence in and for your world.

Give us courage to be your people,

to show your justice, grace, mercy, peace, and love,

and to be a part of your transformation of our world

until the day when the baby whose birth we celebrate tonight
comes again in peace and we sing your praise and glory forever.

C Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Rejoice! Emmanuel has come to you. Share in the feast of salvation.
C Amen.

Please be seated.
COMMUNION

All are welcome to participate in the Lord’s Meal. If it's been years, or just a week, the bread and
wine/juice and Jesus' presence in, with, and around them are for all. If you have questions about
taking your first communion don't hesitate to speak with Pastor Wes.

Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. When you come forward you will receive a wafer from
Pastor Wes and you will hear the words the body of Christ, given for you. Once you eat the wafer you are
invited to take either wine or juice from the communion assistant and you will hear the words, the blood
of Christ, shed for you. Once you've communed there is a small receptacle where the used communion
cup can be placed.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Merciful God,

we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food.
Strengthened by this goodness,

send us forth to announce your peace,

comfort the afflicted,

and share the good news of great joy.

C Amen.

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C Amen.

At this time, the sanctuary lights will be dimmed, and you are invited to stand.

SERVICE OF CANDLELIGHT

A

L%\ Atthis time, please turn on your electronic candles. If you have a wax candle, Pastor
and a few volunteers will light the ends of each row and people are invited to light
their neighbor’s candle.



HYMN Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht (Silent Night, Holy Night) ELW 281
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LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE
At this time you are invited to lift your candle as a way of affirming our Christian calling to carry
Christ’s light of peace and love into the world.

BENEDICTION

P It has been done!

The News has been shared!

C A young maiden will bear a child,
and she will call him Jesus.

P But that is the beginning of the story,
a story that has not yet ended.

C A story that includes us,

a story of which we are a part.

P So we go out to live the story,

C to tell of the Hope that is being born among us this Christmas,
to share the Love of the season with the world,

to be agents of Peace in times of trouble,

to sing songs of deep and abiding Joy.

P As you go, may God go with you,
challenging us to respond God's Call
in ways that are new,

unexpected and a little unsettling.
And as Tiny Tim said so very well...
God Bless Us Every One.

C Amen.

Please extinguish candles and remain standing.
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SENDING HYMN
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DISMISSAL

P If you choose, you can be instruments of hope in the world.
C We so choose, so we go to spread the hope and promise of a coming child.

P If you choose, you can counter the voices of anxiety and despair in the world.
C We so choose, so we sing songs of hope because the world can be changed.

P If you choose, you can fight against the fear that freezes the heart of many.

C We so choose, so we will tell of the love that conquers fear, the love of a child in a manger.

P The choice is ours to make, how we live into the possibilities of Christmas,
C the beauty is that we do not live out the choice by our own strength.

P Go with God, who feeds our hopes and quiets our fears

C Always and everywhere.

P Go in peace. Share the joy of Christ.

C Thanks be to God.



As Christ has welcomed all to our worship,
greet someone that you don’t know and introduce yourself as you leave the sanctuary.

Please return candles to the table in the lobby

POSTLUDE Hallelujah Chorus Handel

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23794.

Want to know more about Christ Lutheran Church?
If you want more information about the church, please email Pastor Wes
(pastor@clczionsville.org), and he will get back to you very soon.

Join Us on Dec 29" for our annual service of
Lessons and Carols. You are invited to wear either
an ugly sweater or your PJs.

POINSETTIAS
December 24, 2024

The Poinsettias that are gracing the Altar have been sponsored by the following people:

Cheryl & Ted Kussow In Memory of our Fathers, Joe Perusich & Jim Kussow

John & Barbara Burkhardt In Memory of our Parents

Glenn & JoAnne Tuffnell The Joy the 1= Christmas brought us and each one thereafter
Brian & Andi Hardesty (2) In Memory of Mary Murphy

Doug Bosworth In Memory of Pat Bosworth

The Firmani Family In Memory of Pat Bosworth

Tony & Dawn Firmani Blessings for the Birth of our Granddaughter Ellie



Margie Kilgus

The Knox Family

Marcheta Tate

Tina, Grace & Austin Lizama

Tom & Connie Niessink

Will & Jen Luczak

Tom & Abie Jones (2)

Connie Steinhart (2)

Jamie & Brian Stewart

Roger & Danielle Burrus

Deb, Greg, Amy &
Jim Holbrook

Kristen & Brandon Bergman

Paul & Kim Handrock

Linda Callecod

Jason & Megan Compton

Tom & Gretchen Jeffers

In Memory of Lowell

For Jimmy & Maddie and a Wonderful Holiday Season

In Memory of Roger Tate

In Memory of Dominic Lizama

In Memory of Uncle Norm

In Celebration of a Growing Family

In Memory of our Parents, Horace & Patricia Jones and
Nathan & Mary Lou Harter and In Memory of Abie’s Sisters,
Mary Mitchell and Rebecca Harter

In Memory of John, his Parents, Jack & Ann Steinhart and my
Parents, Bob and Evelyn Morris and In Thanksgiving for all the
help, support and prayers during my move

To Friends and Family

In Memory of Richard & Simone Baepler and Otis & Ruth Burrus

For Families of all kinds everywhere

In memory of our Loved Ones who are no longer with us

In Memory of Fathers, Gene Roller & Lee Handrock and In Honor
of our Children, Alex & Kathryn

In Memory of Michelle

In Memory of Gabriella Rose

With Thanks to God for the Blessings of the Season

Please take your Poinsettia home after the 7:30pm Christmas Eve service
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SERVING US AT WORSHIP THIS EVENING

Lector: Deb Holbrook
Communion Assistants: Mary Steinke, Cheryl Kussow, & John Burkhardt
Greeter: Andi Hardesty
Usher: Brian Hardesty
AV Assistant Ray Boucher
CONTACT INFORMATION
600 North Ford Road, Zionsville, IN 46077 | clczionsville.org | 317-873-3242
Wes Smith Tina Lizama
Pastor Office Administrator
pastor@clczionsville.org office@clczionsville.org
Rhonda Blacklock Melissa Woldman
Music Director Preschool Director

musicdirector@clczionsville.org preschool@clczionsville.org, 317-873-3232

Jeff Berger Connie Steinhart
Governance Board President Financial Secretary
president@clczionsville.org giving@clczionsville.org
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