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7th Sunday after Epiphany February 23, 2025
Setting 8

All members and guests, please fill out the Welcome Form found at the end of your row and pass it on to

your neighbor. The pastoral and spiritual care of the members of Christ Church is very important to us. In

order to care for all of you, we need to know who is present and who is not. So, please take a moment to
sign the pad. The Welcome Forms will be picked up by the ushers at the end of the service.



WELCOME TO CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH

Looking for a Church Home?

Mr. Rogers once asked, "Won't you be my neighbor?” Jesus asked, “Who is your neighbor?”
At Christ Lutheran Church (CLC) - Zionsville, our answer to Jesus’ question is
EVERYONE, and to Mr. Rogers - YES.

God calls us to meet people wherever they are in their journey of faith — and that includes
YOU!

At Christ Lutheran Church you are welcomed, just as you are:
« Single, committed, married, divorced, lost your partner, still looking or not.
o Every race, nationality, gender identity, gender expression, and sexual orientation
e Ready to join a group or prefer to sit back
e Regardless of knowing a little or a lot about Jesus
e Whether you have left the Church and are returning
¢« Whether you find yourself on this list or not

We are calling YOU neighbor! Join us!

Children in Worship

Children hold a special place in our congregation! We warmly invite children of all ages to
join us in worship. We embrace their natural tendencies to giggle, poke, squirm, and swing
their legs - it's all part of being a child and a precious gift to our community.

Our nursery is available from 10:30 to 11:30, staffed by dedicated caregivers who will
lovingly care for infants and toddlers. This allows parents to fully engage in worship,
knowing their little ones are in safe hands. The nursery provides age-appropriate toys and
a comforting environment, ensuring your child's needs are met while you worship with the
congregation.

We respect and support each family's unique circumstances and preferences. Whether
your child joins the main worship service or utilizes our nursery, we are here to
accommodate and make everyone feel welcome and comfortable.

Flowers on the Altar are sponsored by Joe & Marilyn Travis
~ In Honor of their 57*" Anniversary ~



PRELUDE Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

WELCOME

OPENING PRAYER

O God, the Father of all,

whose Son commanded us to love our enemies:

Lead them and us from prejudice to truth:

deliver them and us from hatred, cruelty, and revenge;

and in your good time enable us all to stand reconciled before you,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

~ from the Book of Common Prayer. Posted on the Book of Common Prayer
Online website. http://www.bcponline.org/Misc/Prayers.htm

arr. Burkhardt

GATHERING SONG All Creatures, Worship God Most High ELW 385
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CONFESSIONS & FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
our creator,

our protector,

our wellspring of life.

C Amen.


http://www.bcponline.org/Misc/Prayers.htm

P Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Merciful God,

C you speak blessing and compassion into the world.
Forgive us for the ways we act

with judgment, cruelty, or indifference.
We ignore the needs of our neighbors;
we resist your call to oppose injustice;
we give in to scarcity and fear;

we assume the worst about one another.
Cleanse us from our faults

and release us from their grasp.

Show us your lovingkindness.

Restore our hearts and repair your world,
that we may live in Christ's ways.

Amen.

P God proclaims these words of assurance:
“Do not fear, for | have redeemed you.

| have called you by name. You are mine.”
In & Christ, you are forgiven.

In the Spirit, you are made free.

Refreshed by the waters of mercy,

live anew as beloved children of God.

C Amen.

Please be seated.

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit is

with you all.
C And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Refrain
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Continued on next page...
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.

Jesus, Prince of Peace,

you have asked us to love our enemies

and pray for those who persecute us.

We pray for our enemies and those who oppose us.
With the help of the Holy Spirit,

may all people learn to work together

for that justice which brings true and lasting peace.
To you be glory and honor for ever and ever.

C Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Genesis 45:3-11, 15
L A reading from Genesis.

3 Joseph said to his brothers, “Il am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not
answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.



4Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “| am
your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. > And now do not be distressed, or angry with
yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. © For the
famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there will be
neither plowing nor harvest. ” God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth,
and to keep alive for you many survivors. & So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has
made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. ° Hurry
and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all
Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. 1° You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be
near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds,
and all that you have. | will provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to
come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.”” > And
he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him.

L Word of God, Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM 37:1-11, 39-40
L !Do not be provoked by evildoers;
do not be jealous of those who do wrong.
C Z2For they shall soon wither like the grass,
and like the green grass fade away.
L 3Putyour trustin the Lord and do good;
dwell in the land and find safe pasture.
C “Takedelight in the Lord,
who shall give you your heart'’s desire.
L >Commit your way to the Lord; put your trust in the Lord,
and see what God will do.
C SThe Lord will make your vindication as clear as the light
and the justice of your case like the noonday sun.
L 7Be still before the Lord and wait patiently.
Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in evil schemes.
C 8Refrain from anger, leave rage alone;
do not be provoked; it leads only to evil.
L °For evildoers shall be cut off,
but those who hope in the Lord shall possess the land.
C 10]n alittle while the wicked shall be no more;
even if you search out their place, they will not be there.
L ! But the lowly shall possess the land;
they will delight in abundance of peace.
C 39But the deliverance of the righteous comes from you, O Lord;
you are their stronghold in time of trouble.
L 4%You, O Lord, will help them and rescue them;
you will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them, because in you they seek refuge.



SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50
L A reading from 1 Corinthians.

35 But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they

come?” 3¢ Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37 And as for what you sow,
you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other
grain. 38 But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body.

4250 it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is
imperishable. 4* It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in
power. 441t is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is
also a spiritual body. 4> Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the last
Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46 But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then
the spiritual. 4’ The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from
heaven. 48 As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven,
so are those who are of heaven. 4° Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will
also bear the image of the man of heaven.

>0 What | am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of
God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

L Word of God, Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

Please stand for the reading of the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Matthew 5:21-48

P The holy gospel according to Matthew.
C Glory to you, O Lord.



21"You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, 'You shall not murder'; and ‘whoever
murders shall be liable to judgment.’' 22But | say to you that if you are angry with a brother or
sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the
council; and if you say, 'You fool,' you will be liable to the hell of fire. 2°So when you are offering
your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has something against

you, ?*leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister,
and then come and offer your gift. 2>Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on
the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the
guard, and you will be thrown into prison. 26Truly | tell you, you will never get out until you have
paid the last penny.

27"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall not commit adultery.' 28But | say to you that
everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his

heart. 2°If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to lose
one of your members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 3°And if your right hand
causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members
than for your whole body to go into hell.

31"t was also said, 'Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.' 3>But | say
to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of unchastity, causes her to
commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

33"Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, 'You shall not swear falsely,
but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.' *4But | say to you, Do not swear at all, either
by heaven, for it is the throne of God, *>or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for
it is the city of the great King. 36And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair
white or black. 3’Let your word be 'Yes, Yes' or ‘No, No'; anything more than this comes from the
evil one.

38"You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.' 3°But | say to you,
Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also; 4%and if
anyone wants to sue you and take your coat, give your cloak as well; 4'and if anyone forces you
to go one mile, go also the second mile. 4°Give to everyone who begs from you, and do not
refuse anyone who wants to borrow from you.

43"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' #4But | say
to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 4°so that you may be children
of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on
the righteous and on the unrighteous. 46For if you love those who love you, what reward do you
have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 4’And if you greet only your brothers and
sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 48Be
perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Pastor Wes

SERMON Pastor Wes



HYMN OF THE DAY Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive ELW 605
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but you a - lone can grant us grace to live the words we say.
that broods on wrongs and will not let old bit - ter - ness de - part?
how tri - fling oth - ers” debts to us; how great our debt to you!
then, by your mer - cy Trec - on-ciled, our lives will spread your peace.

APOSTLES’ CREED
P Gathered together by the power of the Holy Spirit we confess our common faith:
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God'’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.,
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic** church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, "he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. ** meaning - all of God's Church.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the Spirit of Christ illuminating our path, let us come together with courage and faith to
pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.

A moment of silent reflection.

O Surprising God, you challenge us to extend love to our adversaries and to offer kindness where
there is hostility. May our deeds brightly reflect the depth of your grace and love to everyone we
encounter. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.



As we observe the natural world around us, with animals in hibernation and fields at rest, remind
us that both life and faith are dynamic—constantly evolving and flourishing. Teach us to embrace
the transitions that signal new beginnings and fresh opportunities for growth. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.

We lift up leaders and decision-makers who strive to curb violence within our nations and
communities. Grant them your wisdom and clarity, particularly when they face opposition and
divergent opinions. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.

We hold in our hearts the victims of abuse and violence. Provide refuges of safety and paths to
new starts for those trapped in harmful situations. Wrap your loving arms around all who are in
need of your restorative touch. This day we pray especially for Ray, Diane, Tina, Marja, Dave,
Bill, Marilyn, Brenda, John, Pat, Mimi, Charlotte, Paige, Michael, Kat, Dorothy, Janice,
Patrick, LCFS and for all those we now name in our hearts or in Your presence. God of grace,
C hear our prayer.

Fortify our faith communities to be dynamic embodiments of your boundless love. Inspire us all
to care deeply for one another, ensuring that every member, especially the most vulnerable, feels
supported, valued, and connected. May our collective actions reflect your compassion and
commitment to nurturing one another in times of need. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.

We are grateful for the faithful testimony of those who have passed into your eternal peace. May
their dedication to your service inspire and guide us in our own journeys of faith. God of grace,
C hear our prayer.

We commit all these prayers to you, O God, trusting that your promises continue to unfold in the
midst of your people.
C Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of Christ is with you always.
C And also with you.

RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS

God calls us to be generous stewards for the sake of our ministry near and far. You can support Eﬁ@
our ministry by placing an offering in the offering plate, mailing it to the church, giving online o s
through our website, or the QR code. If you would like more details on direct deposit, please
contact our office administrator for more information at office@clczionsville.org.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY Take My Life arr. Tucker
~ Celebration Bells ~

Please rise as you are able.



OFFERATORY SONG Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful ELW 184
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OFFERING PRAYER

P Let us pray.

God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens,
and your abundance to the depths of the seas.
Bless what we offer to your service:

our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts.

Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity,
now and always.

C Amen.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE
P The Lord is with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

come.



PREFACE

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn singing:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



LORD’S PRAYER

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P The joy of the Lord is our strength. Come, eat this meal of gladness.

COMMUNION

All are welcome to participate in the Lord’'s Meal. If it's been years, or just a week, the bread and wine/juice
and Jesus' presence in, with, and around them are for all. If you have questions about taking your first
communion don't hesitate to speak with Pastor Wes. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers.
When you come forward you will receive a wafer from Pastor Wes and you will hear the words the body
of Christ, given for you. Once you eat the wafer you are invited to take either wine or juice from the
communion assistant and you will hear the words, the blood of Christ, shed for you. Once you've
communed there is a small receptacle where the used communion cup can be placed.

COMMUNION SONG
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Let us pray.
Nourishing God,

at this table you have refreshed us
with holy gifts of food and drink.

Strengthen us for service,
and send us out to embody your good news

of liberation and healing for the sake of the world.
In the name of Christ we pray,

C Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

Please stand as you are able.

P The Spirit of the triune God
*+ bless you with joy,
anoint you with compassion,
and send you in love.

C Amen.
SENDING SONG O Day of Peace ELW 711
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till by God’s grace our war-ring world shall see Christ’s prom-ised reign of peace.
the hope of peace shall be

ful -filled, for all

the

earth shall know the Lord.



DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Live in hope.
C Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Gigue arr. Telemann

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #23794. Reprinted under OnelLicense.net #A-725192
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ZIONSVILLE

SERVING US AT WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY

Lector: Bill Steinke

Communion Assistant: Mary Steinke

Greeter: Angie Eugenio

Usher: Brian Hardesty

Nursery: Jess Smith

Hospitality: Will Luczak, Candace Berger

Financial Assistants:  Connie Steinhart, Jamie Stewart

Altar Guild: Gretchen Jeffers, Jen Luczak, Chris Emsley

AV Assistant Ray Boucher

CONTACT INFORMATION

600 North Ford Road, Zionsville, IN 46077 | clczionsville.org | 317-873-3242
Wes Smith Tina Lizama
Pastor Office Administrator
pastor@clczionsville.org office@clczionsville.org
Rhonda Blacklock Melissa Woldman
Music Director Preschool Director

musicdirector@clczionsville.org preschool@clczionsville.org, 317-873-3232

Jeff Berger Connie Steinhart
Governance Board President Financial Secretary
president@clczionsville.org giving@clczionsville.org
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