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All members and guests, please fill out the Welcome Form found at the end of your row and pass it on to

your neighbor. The pastoral and spiritual care of the members of Christ Church is very important to us. In

order to care for all of you, we need to know who is present and who is not. So, please take a moment to
sign the pad. The Welcome Forms will be picked up by the ushers at the end of the service.



WELCOME TO CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH

Looking for a Church Home?

Mr. Rogers once asked, "Won't you be my neighbor?” Jesus asked, “Who is your neighbor?”
At Christ Lutheran Church (CLC) - Zionsville, our answer to Jesus’ question is
EVERYONE, and to Mr. Rogers - YES.

God calls us to meet people wherever they are in their journey of faith — and that includes
YOU!

At Christ Lutheran Church you are welcomed, just as you are:
« Single, committed, married, divorced, lost your partner, still looking or not.
o Every race, nationality, gender identity, gender expression, and sexual orientation
e Ready to join a group or prefer to sit back
e Regardless of knowing a little or a lot about Jesus
e Whether you have left the Church and are returning
¢« Whether you find yourself on this list or not

We are calling YOU neighbor! Join us!

Children in Worship

Children hold a special place in our congregation! We warmly invite children of all ages to
join us in worship. We embrace their natural tendencies to giggle, poke, squirm, and swing
their legs - it's all part of being a child and a precious gift to our community.

Our nursery is available from 10:30 to 11:30, staffed by dedicated caregivers who will
lovingly care for infants and toddlers. This allows parents to fully engage in worship,
knowing their little ones are in safe hands. The nursery provides age-appropriate toys and
a comforting environment, ensuring your child's needs are met while you worship with the
congregation.

We respect and support each family's unique circumstances and preferences. Whether
your child joins the main worship service or utilizes our nursery, we are here to
accommodate and make everyone feel welcome and comfortable.

God calls us to be generous stewards for the sake of our ministry near and far. You can
- support our ministry by placing an offering in the offering plate, mailing it to the
church, giving online through our website, or the QR code. If you would like more
details on direct deposit, please contact our office administrator for more information
at office@clczionsville.org.
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AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

PRESENTATION
P Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come before God to make public
affirmation of baptism into Christ.

Let us pray.

Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own by water and the Word in baptism.
You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished us in the
community of faith. Uphold us and all your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and
unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ.

C Amen.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
P I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God,
the powers of this world that rebel against God,
and the ways of sin that draw you from God?

Response:
P | renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
C | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
C | believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
C I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.



AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
P You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God
made with you in holy baptism:

to live among God's faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
C We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

P Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit, you give us new birth, cleanse
us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit
of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the
fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence both now and forever.

C Amen.

Where is the Confession and Forgiveness?

Today's service may not include a formal order of confession and forgiveness, yet as we affirm
our baptisms, we embrace a profound truth. In affirming our faith, we acknowledge not only
God's unending love and grace but also the inherent forgiveness embedded within these sacred
promises. Our trust in our baptism echoes our trust in God's unwavering forgiveness, a reminder
that in every moment, we stand embraced by divine love and grace.

Please be seated.

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit is
with you all.
C And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your grace

empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:7-14
L A reading from Jeremiah.

’Thus says the LORD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O LORD, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”
8See, | am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,



L
Cc

those with child and those in labor, together;

a great company, they shall return here.
% With weeping they shall come,

and with consolations | will lead them back,
| will let them walk by brooks of water,

in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for | have become a father to Israel,

and Ephraim is my firstborn.

10 Hear the word of the LorD, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”
1 For the LORD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
2They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
13 Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
| will turn their mourning into joy,
| will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
141 will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the LORD.

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 147:12-20

L

Cc

Cc

Cc

Cc

12Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem;
praise your God, O Zion,

13who has strengthened the bars of your gates
and has blessed your children within you.

14 God has established peace on your borders
and satisfies you with the finest wheat.

15 God sends out a command to the earth,
a word that runs very swiftly.

16 God gives snow like wool,
scattering frost like ashes.

17 God scatters hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand against God's cold?

18 The Lord sends forth the word and melts them;
the wind blows, and the waters flow.

19 God declares the word to Jacob,
statutes and judgments to Israel.



L 29The Lord has not done so to any other nation;
they do not know God'’s judgments. Hallelujah!

SECOND READING Ephesians 1:3-14
L A reading from Ephesians.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, #just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of
the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. > He destined us for adoption as his
children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, © to the praise of his
glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 that he
lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight ® he has made known to us the mystery of his will,
according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 1°as a plan for the fullness of time, to
gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. ' In Christ we have also
obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 1 so that we, who were the first to set
our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you had heard
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the
seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as
God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

L Word of God, Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

Please stand for the reading of the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Matthew 2:1-12

P The holy gospel according to Matthew.

C Glory to you, O Lord.

!In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East
came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this,
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. >They told him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: °And you, Bethlehem, in the land
of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who
is to shepherd my people Israel.” “Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from
them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that | may
also go and pay him homage.”

When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they
had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 1°When they saw that
the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 1On entering the house, they saw the
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. ?And having been
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

P The gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION RESPONSE
Please be seated

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Pastor Wes
SERMON Pastor Wes
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APOSTLES’ CREED

P Gathered together by the power of the Holy Spirit we confess our common faith:
C | believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God'’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic** church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, "he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. ** meaning - all of God's Church..

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Filled with the joyous message of the Gospel, let us now offer our prayers for the Church, the
world, and all who dwell therein.

A moment of silence

Almighty God, you reveal your divine presence among us in this gathered community. Through
the sacred elements of water, wine, and bread, manifest your unending mercy. Strengthen your
Church, that we may be a beacon of your boundless love and grace. Lord, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

Creator God, you display your artistry in the vast expanse of the universe—from tiny seeds to
sprawling galaxies, from microorganisms to majestic planets. Stir our hearts to hear the cries of
the earth. Just as you sustain your people like a garden lush with life, inspire us to cherish and
sustain our fellow creatures. Lord, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer.



Sovereign Lord, you are known in every place and to all peoples. Rescue those suffering under

tyranny and injustice. Frustrate the schemes of those who lead without wisdom or compassion.
Grant insight and integrity to our leaders, that they may govern with justice and peace. Lord, in
your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

God of all compassion, you are revealed in each person we meet. Open our eyes to see your
image reflected in our brothers and sisters, especially those caught in the throes of addiction,
depression, anxiety, or despair. We pray for any and all who call upon your name this day
especially Tina, Marja, Tom, Dave, Kathy, Bill, Marilyn, Brenda, John, Pat, John, Charlotte,
Paige, Michael, Kat, Dorothy, Mimi, Theresa, Janice, Patrick, LCFS. Fill us with your empathy
and strength as we minister to their needs. Lord, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

Renewing God, with each new day, you reveal fresh visions of what might be. In this new year,
reinvigorate this congregation and its ministries that we may faithfully embody the good news of
Christ's birth. Transform our traditional ways into vibrant expressions of your future. Lord, in your
mercy,

C hear our prayer.

God of grace, in the lives of your saints, we see the hope of our calling. We thank you for all who
have lived in faith, those who have taught us to trust in the inheritance we receive through you.
Lord, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

We place all these prayers into your hands, O God, confident in the promise of your grace
revealed to us through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of Christ is with you always.
C And also with you.

RECEIVING OUR OFFERINGS

God calls us to be generous stewards for the sake of our ministry near and far. You can support Eﬁ@
our ministry by placing an offering in the offering plate, mailing it to the church, giving online ; Na
through our website, or the QR code. If you would like more details on direct deposit, please
contact our office administrator for more information at office@clczionsville.org.

OFFERING There Shall a Star from Jacob Mendelssohn
~ Sanctuary Choir ~

Please rise as you are able.

OFFERATORY SONG Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful ELW 184
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OFFERING PRAYER

P Let us pray.

God of heaven and earth,

from the beginning, you have called forth life,

in which you take delight.

The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy.
Bless now these gifts, received from your bounty,
that we may join the chorus of creation

to tell of your salvation from day to day.

C Amen.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

P The Lord is with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

to

come.



PREFACE

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn saying:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

C Holy, holy, holy Lord,

Lord God of power and might:

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P A child has been born for us, a Son given to us. Come, receive the gift of Jesus.

COMMUNION

All are welcome to participate in the Lord’s Meal. If it's been years, or just a week, the bread and wine/juice
and Jesus' presence in, with, and around them are for all. If you have questions about taking your first

communion don't hesitate to speak with Pastor Wes.

Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. When you come forward you will receive a wafer from
Pastor Wes and you will hear the words the body of Christ, given for you. Once you eat the wafer you are
invited to take either wine or juice from the communion assistant and you will hear the words, the blood
of Christ, shed for you. Once you've communed there is a small receptacle where the used communion

cup can be placed.

COMMUNION SONG
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P Let us pray.
Merciful God,

we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food.
Strengthened by this goodness,

send us forth to announce your peace,

comfort the afflicted,

and share the good news of great joy.

C Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand as you are able.



BLESSING

P The God of steadfastness and encouragement

grant you to live in harmony with one another,

in accordance with Christ Jesus.

C Amen.

P The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P The God of all grace + bless you now and forever.

C Amen.
SENDING SONG Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines ACS 1087
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DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Share the good news.
C Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE Raise a Song of Glory Smith
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SERVING US AT WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY

Lector: Mary Steinke

Communion Assistant: Angie Eugenio

Greeter: Margie Kilgus

Usher: Brian Hardesty

Nursery: Connie Steinhart

Hospitality: Candace Berger, Chris Emsley

Financial Assistants: Anne Behrend, Linda Callecod

Altar Guild: Gretchen Jeffers, Andi Hardesty, Sue Haughton

AV Assistant Ray Boucher

CONTACT INFORMATION

600 North Ford Road, Zionsville, IN 46077 | clczionsville.org | 317-873-3242
Wes Smith Tina Lizama
Pastor Office Administrator
pastor@clczionsville.org office@clczionsville.org
Rhonda Blacklock Melissa Woldman
Music Director Preschool Director

musicdirector@clczionsville.org preschool@clczionsville.org, 317-873-3232

Jeff Berger Connie Steinhart
Governance Board President Financial Secretary
president@clczionsville.org giving@clczionsville.org

Please scan if you would like to give an electronic offering.
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